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Synopsis

Princeton Readings in Political Thought is one of the most engaging and up-to-date samplers of the
standard works of Western political thinking from antiquity through modern times. Organized
chronologically, from Thucydides to Foucault, the book brings together forty-four selections of
enduring intellectual value--key articles, book excerpts, essays, and speeches--that have shaped
our understanding of Western society and politics. Readers will find this work to be an invaluable
reference, and they will enjoy not only the varied selections but also the lucid introductions to each
historical era and the brief sketches of each thinker. The book includes the writings of many of the
most distinguished observers of the Western experience from classical times (Thucydides, Plato,
Aristotle, and Cicero), the Middle Ages (St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, and Christine de
Pizan), modern times (Machiavelli, Luther, Calvin, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Adam Smith, The
Federalist Papers, "Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen," Burke, Marie-Olympes de
Gouges, Mary Wollstonecraft, Bentham, Mill, de Tocqueville, Hegel, Marx, and Nietzsche), or the
ideas of twentieth-century political philosophers and ideologists (Weber, Mosca, Michels, Lenin,
Freud, Emma Goldman, Mussolini, Arendt, Orwell, de Beauvoir, Fanon, Martin Luther King, Malcolm

X, Leo Strauss, Walzer, Rawls, Nozick, Habermas, and Foucault).
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Customer Reviews

"Critics might question putting the work of Plato and Malcolm X together between the same covers,

but the contrast simply suggests the wide range of thinkers one finds in this collection. Plato,



Thucydides, St. Augustine, Adam Smith, Edmund Burke, Karl Marx, Frantz Fanon, Leo Strauss,
Max Weber: All and many more can be found here, represented by substantial excerpts from their

most characteristic and important writings."--The Washington Times

Princeton Readings in Political Thought is one of the most engaging and up-to-date samplers of the
standard works of Western political thinking from antiquity through modern times. Organized
chronologically, from Thucydides to Foucault, the book brings together forty-four selections of

enduring intellectual value... that have shaped our understanding of Western society and politics.

| had to use this book for one of my required Political Science courses and | am thankful that the
many writings of various Philosopher’s were put into one book. It would have been much more
difficult to have bought various readings and attempt to compare them with one another. The
readings are all organized in a chronological order which makes the settings, comparisons, and
development of ideas even easier to understand. At the beginning of each chapter, a small excerpt
is given about the author and social/political setting of the era so as to make the reader understand

the arguments and theories of these philosopher's made during their times.

It's a textbook

It's amazing to compare the contents of this book to the price. It's a masterpiece for students and
scholars of philosophy, religion, and ethics. For those people whose interests are in sociology and
history, they should find it also helpful. It's a book for great thinkers. It connects the ancient thoughts

to the dynamics of contemporary times.

Decent selections from the classics - Plato, Aristotle, Locke and Machiavelli, most notably. But the
translations are likely to be different from what you’ve read before, and the selections (Machiavelli,
Plato) are very abridged. If you need a good primer, or just want to brush up on your Philosophy in
politics, this is a great book. Otherwise, | recommend finding the full texts online or finding later

translations.

was great

Everyone should have a basic understanding of the works included in this text. Required reading,



luckily it was low priced compared to other text books.

Needed this book for my political theory course this past Spring semester. | enjoyed it and would

recommend it as a regular read to anyone.

Company sent the book without tracking information. That was a little scary since the mail carriers
around here are not reliable. It arrived on time. It has more highlighting than | prefer, but oh well.
Interesting book.
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